
 

 
 

iiNet wins landmark copyright case 

  
20 April 2012: iiNet has welcomed the High Court's unanimous decision to dismiss the appeal lodged by 
Roadshow Films & Others against iiNet. 
 
Chief Executive Officer, Michael Malone, said the judgment supported the company’s position and 
proved the claims made against it were unfounded. 

“iiNet has never supported or encouraged unauthorised sharing or file downloading,” Mr Malone said  

"Today’s High Court five-nil ruling confirms that iiNet is not liable for ‘authorising’ the conduct of its 
customers who engaged in online copyright infringement. 

"This marks the end of more than three years of legal argument and challenges. 

“More notably, while this case has been important, for both iiNet and for regulation of the industry 
internationally, it has not distracted us from our core business. 

“We have, and will, continue our growth and innovation strategy that has made us the second largest 
DSL provider in Australia, providing Australians with the access to fast, affordable broadband as well as 
innovative new services and products.” 

Mr Malone again reminded the film industry that increasing the availability of lawful, online content in 
a more timely, affordable and reasonably priced manner, brought the focus back to customers and was 
the best method to protect content owners’ copyright.  

He said there was strong evidence that content partnerships and agreements between ISPs, legal 
websites and copyright holders had done more to reduce ‘piracy’ and to showcase copyright holders’ 
materials than this unproductive legal battle. 

“Increasing the availability of licensed digital content is the best, most practical approach to meet 
consumer demand and protect copyright,” Mr Malone said. 

“We have consistently said we are eager to work with the studios to make their very desirable material 
legitimately available to a waiting customer base - and that offer remains the same today." 

The High Court dismissed the appeal with costs. Legal costs of the case to date are approximately $9 
million and have already been expensed.  A portion of costs will be recovered. 

Mr Malone thanked iiNet staff, customers, supporters and their legal team, Herbert Geer, for the strong 
support throughout the case. 

- ENDS - 

An electronic version of the summary is available on the High Court's website: 
http://www.hcourt.gov.au/  
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  A full list of current awards can be viewed at iiNet Awards 
http://www.iinet.net.au/about/awards.html 

 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Anthony Fisk/Jane Humphries 
Communications – iiNet 
Ph: +61 8 9214 2210 
Mobile: 0414 632 130 

 
 
About iiNet 
  
iiNet is Australia’s second largest DSL Internet Service Provider (ISP) and the leading challenger in the telecommunications 

market. We employ more than 2000 inquisitive staff across four countries and support over 1.7 million broadband, telephony 

and Internet Protocol TV (IPTV) services nationwide. 
  
Recent acquisitions of TransACT and Internode have taken our market share to around 16 percent with more than 860,000 

broadband customers.  
  
We’re a publicly listed company and we maintain our own super-fast broadband network. Our vision is to lead the market with 

products that harness the potential of the Internet and then differentiate with award-winning customer service. 
  
To achieve this, we employ creative thinkers and true advocates of technology. Our people are a huge part of the iiNet success 

story, so we’ve developed a unique and stimulating work culture to ensure they remain engaged and inspired. 
  
A lot has changed since our CEO founded iiNet in a suburban garage back in 1993 and the broadband landscape continues to 

evolve. What hasn’t changed is our passion for the transformative benefits of the Internet and our commitment to helping 

Australians connect better. 
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